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The pumpase of the Latin
Amenican  Ethnobatanical
Garden localed at the Univenity of t:mgu is 1o highlight the
plants of cultural significanse in Lalin Armerics and foous altentien
on the critical need for conservation of this bisdnenity, In 1995
facuty and graduate students realized the need for 2 bcation on
carnpeis to conduct reseanch oo the homtioudbural requiremients of

space that would infrochee ethnebotany to the unbversity and the local community and serve
a5 2 teaching laborstony for graduate and undergraduate students. The concept was met with
enthusiasm by the unienity sdministration and aoproval was granted Lo begin converting a
site located behind the Department of Anthropology into a garden, The Catherine John
Murphy foundation provided financial support in SRS .

the form of an endowment that ensures contineed Sl

development and maintenance of the garden, g

snthropaloqy, batamy, hodiculiure, ecoloagy, phar
macolomy, bischemising and condenation Ladkodgy, 8

The major fod of the garden are the medicingl plants of the ‘I:Elr.al and ‘Imtz:l Maya of
Highland Chiapas. An educational outreach programs with loecal school children i cumenthy
underway at the garden, peoviding an opportunity for chiliren o $hare and eapenence the
marry cultural uses of plants in Latin America and leam mone about the liekd of ethnobotany,




